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Halal ce

o Gettmg halal
certification from:
Jakim is good for
business but there
‘are some who are -

wondering if the
effort is worthiit..

By SHAMANAAZ HABTE
-szzLaIlhealar EONLIMY.

ARINAT Mohd \‘usuﬂ Lhurk
les when asked abont the
oddest thing that Jakim has
been asked to certifyr as hal
“Fumitare! One manufacturer
‘wianted to have its Eunutune certi-

-don't have a standatd for that'.
“Another asked for knee replace- |
ment implants to be lalal-certified:
but these ate mietal and we. i) 't
processthat, -

"One wanted [akim to certify his
live goats halal’ but the goats are
still alive. How can we do that? 1t is

only. wi\en it is slaughtered that we.
d fitis Halal o not”

Malaysians can be a bit peculiar

soimetimes, adds Haldmah, diiector

of the Halal Hub Division of jalam:

{Malavsia Depmmen! of [siami(
Deuelopment) :
One entrepreneur seilmg dates
+ < from Saudi Arabia was stunned at
he recent Mihas global halal trade
air i KL when Malaysian buyers

wanted to know if the: Saum :mes b

were certified halal,

“Ldon'e knaw ifirs ajuks orif
rhe'y are playing with halal. Dates
are fruits, Who gives halat certifi-
cates to fruies? asks Mustata Igbal;
‘whose Head office isin jeddah,

He says the dates are nat proc-

 Bssed rstuffed but erely cleaned .
and packed yvet Malaysians still ask -
if they are Halal: e -

Concurting lakinys Hakimah
says dates arefiuits 5o it {s fine for
Muslis and there i nio need for
themio behalalcertified,

But, she notes, manufacturers see
halal certification as 3 " marketing
tonl'

1 take chicken eggs.

ese are naturatly halal bue
Halamal says some local industries:
selling eggs want Jakim to give )

+ them ahalal certificate because.
they believe it will giving then an
edge over their competitors;

Jaldm's halal certification does
notdepend purcly on whether
product complies ' with the syariah
requirenents alone as it afsa Lakes
into account other aspects such as.

it the process, hygiene, equipment;

storage and safety and standards

: mrcquitc‘smngsn‘ 3

* "Sosome industries feel having
a halal Jogo and label would add
wvalug compared to a product that
-has not been certified-halak And 1
don't want to dampen their a\p%
tion," Haldmah says.

Washi Ibrahim, managmgdnsnm

- of Pawada Food (ndustries Sdn Bhd,
received halal certification for the.
ground pepper his factory produces,
Why? 4

"People aré emphasising halal:

eiva halaland

producd

Ot yeals, theve bas been
#dot ofinrerest in'the halak indas-

Mo secms. ¥ and Research and development senior executive Sit Noraizan

y 0ot J‘ust in Malaysiabut also

:_ in other parts of the world with a

Muslim population. Both local and
foreign manufacturers ate tpping
intorthis market.
Four categories
In Malaysia, halal certification is
drvided into four main categories
= food and non-food products like
cusietics, seaps, shampon, tooth-
paste; vestaurans and food preniis-
es; slaughter housesiand fogrstics.
Maostapplications for halal
certilicalion; of coulse, are not as
frisotous as for black pepper and
e ’mtam1ufa:twmamrd.md
legitimate,
akisn'is the sole body inthe

{“commtiy autharised to issue halal

Ramly have no preblemingiving Jakim a list of all 23 ingredients in the
phytonutrient deink their company manufactures. — NORAFIF| EHSAN / The Star

| certification. 1 the past, state reli .

1 gions bodies could issue their own: | G

| halal certification with their cwn
| logos but not anymare,

“Last year, the governinent
decided it was fiot effective to lep.

when Industrias want [o expoit
their products, they find they can't
‘export them'as halal” products
because those (importing] countries:
ahly recognise Jakini's halal certi-
fication. So now, there's enly-one
issuing beidy ,jaklm- and one fogo,”
says Flakimah,

|+ Sheadds that thehalal logo
sued by prvite entities suclas
neidnternationat, Hakal Food

+ Council SEA, and: IFRC Baittera

4 Lavenda i nolonger recognised By

* like Razakbstan, Usbeki

states tssue the certification because

jaklm
Like most lhwngc hereds .
-5 1o get the cenification. 4t starts
with filling up an onfine applice-
“tion (on the Jakini website} listing -
out every raw material linc!udmg
waterjused to make the product.

| and stating if these aré hatal.

INext, the manufacturer would

| need to submit documentation with

the halal certification for each of

| these raw marerials: -
If Jakim finds everything in omm, i

iewillask for the fee to b paid;
afterwhich it will carey out i
unannounced audit on the factory,

- At inspection will be dene o the

i raw materials Lo determinedf they
are indeed [Tom the sourcgs staled,
the processes and whathes e
iaumycnm;mrq with the requite:
mients as wellas Iz‘.gu'nn and safety
standaigs:

1 there are (hings Jacl
will advise the mamalaci
tarmed to Tectify the probism,

Aast year Jakim received
apphuuun\ {or halal certifica
and itcejtified 1,67

Mohamed Zulfikar [bni Moliaimetl
Hazri, manager of MG Faod S
Industties Sdn Bhd, finds that s
manufactorer has-all the neces
documentation, it i¢easy etipugh to
et the halal cortification.

But some say that de:
proper docurnentition, they
up waiting forup to'six months
for their halal cestification because
me is short-handed.

“The government ks doing
fob pmmvﬁmg the halal industoy
{andl wie are riding on the atvan-
Cnur sefling toolis halal and

8
| Tutknienistan prefer to iy from us
rather than Eilrape because we are
alal:

“But what we want is ef
After we have et jakim’s halal
requirements, why do we b (
it sbemonths for the halal
tification? We are'doing busine
That's fost oppor 3

"fakim needs tospe
and get moke manpoy

er atid expertise o
docurmentation for 1
asks the.ger

| ents;

| manager of 4. ¢

- and hotel stayfor two Jak]m offi
| oaddit the ladcly i Hong Ko
i The factory also nowe snploys

cation'to penetis

Alongslog

g0 h.ul tothe L]lmt and 15& th

“Halal Fuud
“Council SEA

hune Malayvmn l:md At
whu declined o be pamed.

It took. Chyng An-) !{uwgvta( To'ite
in: Hong Kong; which. praduces pre- <
mium Three Crabs fishcatee, eight

| menths to gel its hAEal cerification

tmm]alum ¢
Thisincluded paying. orﬂwlhg 1t

for RM18 and

U g relatively new 10 the Malaysian

miarket but as ithas alieadymade
a patne for dtself internationally,
hingcair'r telbif gettng the hialat
ghification has boosted
Buthe maintaing i
was worth i lr 3

o can e the

hers, at
wheo'ﬁ

W

says,

Halcmal says jakin hagdsd Jitc
plein the iulal huh section in\m]w-u -

i the certification process but thiy

tek to tliree different majar jobs’
essing the application, audit
oy, and monitonng,
fhiesame fe. il 1:amhes

wh“n weare (tujrb#h.ﬂued a
applications can ger stuck foi a
That is one of the chalienges we -
face, But the delay tanalsa be due
toius finding non- -conformance dur=
g theaudit process, sowe hia -

a{:ph(almu's f_urmli .d

getheld up when a supplier éannos

produce the halal certification (for

“the raw materials). He fnds it odd

too thatdakindemands halai certl:

fication !m G gredients like salt
Ands

sUiW“H'»icA r‘;n vegan
materials and Jaki
certificates forwach of

= SEE NEXT DAGE




